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THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR UNSAFE LOADS. 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Page 1  There is no excuse for unsafe loads 

Page 2 Fire kills 

Page 2 HSE’s myth of the month 

Page 3 Competence is key: Ensure 
asbestos surveyors are qualified 

Page 4 Court cases 

Unsafe loads can lead to injury or death.  
They can also cost you millions in damaged 
goods and lost time. 
 
Planning. 
A little time spent thinking about your loading 
can help prevent all the problems a poorly 
planned and unsafe load can cause. To make 
sure your loading goes well: 

¥ Have the correct equipment on your 
premises to load vehicles safely. 

¥ Prepare a loading plan for each journey – 
consider multi-drop loads, obtain relevant 
information about each delivery site, 
including unloading equipment and 
facilities. 

Loading. 
Restraining loads safely is crucial in preventing 
accidents in transit and during unloading. 
Remember: 

¥ Always load to the headboard. If the load 
cannot be loaded to the headboard, use 
blockage or dunnage to fill the gap. 

¥ Loads should not move independent of the 
trailer. 

¥ Curtains should not be used to secure a 
load. Even if the load doesn’t fall off in 
transit, it could fall when the curtain is 
opened. 

¥ Lashings should not be secured to rope 
hooks . 

¥ Webbing straps should be regularly 
checked for damage and wear and tear. 

Transit. 
Between loading and unloading is a critical 
period in the safe transportation of any load: 

¥ If a load does shift, it is vital that the driver 
feels under no pressure to continue. 

¥ They should contact their depot for 
advice/assistance before securing the load, 
if continuing with their journey. 

Unloading. 
Correctly restraining loads before the start of 
any journey is the best way to minimise the 
risks of falls and crush injuries during 
unloading. You should also: 

¥ Wherever possible, avoid working at 
height to prevent falls. 

¥ If a load has shifted, plan the safest way to 
unload the vehicle. 

Loading and unloading accidents injure over 
1,200 people a year, so whatever vehicles 
you use or loads you carry, please visit 
hse.gov.uk/loadsafety or call 0845 345 0055 
for simple, practical advice on protecting your 
staff and safeguarding your reputation. 
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FIRE KILLS 
Pledge to test your smoke alarm 
In a house fire, you might think that the smoke 
would wake you and give you and your family 
time to escape. But after just two or three 
breaths of toxic smoke, you’re unconscious. 
Your lungs fill up and you can’t breathe. Just 
like drowning. 

Celebrities from across the music, showbiz and 
sporting worlds are backing the government’s 
new campaign to urge people to test their 
smoke alarm on a weekly basis. 

Coronation Street on-screen sisters, Helen 
Flanagan and Brooke Vincent (aka Rosie and 
Sophie Webster), along with a host of other 
famous faces (including Amir Khan, Ainsley 
Harriott, Jill Halfpenny, Sir Terry Wogan, 
Darren Campbell, James Martin, Dave Spikey, 
Nihal and Bobby Friction) are all pledging to 
‘push the button’ on their smoke alarm every 
week, in a vital step to helping the nation be 
fire-safe at home. 

Nine out of ten people own a smoke alarm, but 
less than a third of those test them every week. 
This is despite the fact that you are more than 
twice as likely to die in an accidental house fire 
if you don’t have a working smoke alarm. 

A smoke alarm can buy valuable time to 
escape from a fire, but only if it’s fully 
functioning. It’s not enough to just install smoke 
alarms in your home – you must test them 
regularly. The main reason that smoke alarms 
fail to activate is missing or flat batteries – if the 
battery does need replacing, it is essential you 
do this immediately. 

Find out more about smoke alarms: 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommuni
ty/InYourHome/FireSafety/DG_071751  

HSE’S MYTH OF THE MONTH: 
You don’t need to secure your load if you’re just 
driving down the road 

The reality 
If not properly secured, vehicle loads can become 
unsafe, even over a short distance. 

Loads that haven’t been firmly tied down increase 
the risk of vehicle rollover and spillage. They risk the 
lives of drivers and other road users, and can also 
cause annoying traffic disruption. 

More than 1200 people a year are injured as a result 
of unsafe loads, and millions of pounds are lost in 
damaged goods. 

Don’t take the risk – make sure your load is 
restrained and contained! 

Download a printable poster version from: 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/may10.pdf  

 

Help fight the myths - tell others about these pages! 
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COMPETENCE IS A KEY ISSUE 

Competence is key: Ensure asbestos 
surveyors are qualified for the job 
Asbestos surveys are only effective if 
competent surveyors are employed to do 
them...That is one of the key messages being 
promoted at roadshows to help explain new 
guidance devised for those responsible for 
managing the risks from asbestos. 
'Asbestos: The survey guide' (Ref: HSG264) 
which was published by the Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) in January is aimed at those 
who commission asbestos surveys, the 
surveyors who carry them out and those who 
use them such as architects and demolition or 
removal contractors. 
A number of successful roadshows, attended 
by surveyors and health and safety 
professionals have already taken place with 
further events scheduled for Birmingham  
(16 June) and London (30 June). 
The new guide stipulates that clients and duty 
holders only engage a surveying organisation 
that is competent. This can be demonstrated 
either through the organisation being 
accredited and/or individual surveyors having 
their own certification. 
The guide strongly recommends the use of 
UKAS accredited or ABICS certified surveyors 
for asbestos surveys 
Said Dr Martin Gibson, author of the guide 
and a Principal Specialist Inspector for HSE: 
“Ensuring that contractors are competent to 
do asbestos surveys should be a top priority 
for those responsible for managing the risks 
from asbestos. 
“Those organisations or individuals without 
accreditation and/or certification will find it 
more difficult to demonstrate that they are 
competent, so by employing a contractor with 
accreditation and/or certification, dutyholders 
can better meet their legal requirements.” 
Added Martin Stear, Chair of the ABICS 
certification scheme: 

“ABICS certification is a new scheme which 
certifies individuals, and has been introduced 
to expand the options for demonstrating 
competency. Clients engaging certificated 
surveyors can be assured that surveys will be 
undertaken by competent people”. 

Said Rob Bettinson of UKAS: 
“UKAS accreditation for surveying companies 
is a well established scheme. Accredited 
organisations can demonstrate that not only 
do they have competent surveyors but they 
are also working within a well-defined 
management system that provides confidence 
in the surveying procedures that are used. 
Clients can have confidence that accredited 
surveyors will provide a quality service.” 

The roadshows are organised by the British 
Occupational Hygiene Society (BOHS) and 
Asbestos Testing and Consultancy (ATaC). 
For more information contact Louise Hall call 
01332 250713 by e-mail louise.hall@bohs.org  
"Asbestos, the survey guide" (HSG264) can 
be purchased from HSE books (ISBN 
780717663859) for £10.95 or downloaded for 
free at: 
 http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg264.htm  
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COURT CASES 
COMPANIES AND DIRECTOR FINED AFTER WORKER IS PARALYSED 
Two companies and a managing director have been fined a total of £170,000 after a 23-year old worker from 
Kettering fell more than nine metres, leaving him paralysed from the chest down. 
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) today prosecuted SDI Group UK Ltd of Main Street, Hardwick, Cambridge, 
Steel Construction Ltd of Bodmin Road, Coventry, and Richard Mark Berwick, the managing director of RM Berwick 
Steel Erection Services Ltd of Fairfield Road, Isham, Northamptonshire, after the incident on 8 February 2007 in 
Glossop, Derbyshire. 
SDI Group UK Ltd pleaded guilty to breaching section 3(1) of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and today at 
Lincoln Crown Court were fined £80,000 and ordered to pay costs of £20,000. 
Steel Construction Ltd pleaded guilty to the same offence and were fined £50,000 and ordered to pay £22,000 costs. 
Richard Mark Berwick pleaded guilty to breaching section 37 of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974. He was 
fined £40,000 and ordered to pay costs of £5,000. He was also disqualified as a director for four years commencing 
today. 
The court heard that Wayne Simpson, now 26, from Kettering, Northamptonshire, was working at a construction site off 
Waterside, Hadfield in Glossop on the day of the incident. He was installing a new racking system when he fell more 
than nine metres to the concrete floor below.  The incident has left Mr Simpson paralysed from the chest down and he 
is likely to use a wheelchair for the rest of his life. 
Following the hearing, HSE inspector Kevin Wilson said:  “It is unacceptable that a young man should suffer such life-
changing injuries while just trying to do his job. Mr Simpson has been left with a long-term debilitating condition 
because the two companies and Richard Berwick failed to ensure his health and safety. 
“Employers must understand the importance of protecting their workforce. Mr Simpson should have been provided with 
an appropriate safe system of work to protect against falls. This could have included personal fall protection, such as a 
harness and work restraint lanyard fitted to a running line, and properly fitted safety nets. 
“Companies should adequately plan for working at height and ensure fall protection and mitigation measures are in 
place so incidents like this do not happen.” 

COMPANY FINED AFTER WORKER SUFFERS HEAD INJURIES 
A Hertfordshire company has been fined after a worker was seriously hurt when he was struck by steel beams 
falling from a tower crane. 
Stephen James, 58, was working as a slinger (a person directing crane drivers) for John Doyle Construction Ltd at a 
residential development at Wilton Plaza in Victoria in September 2007. 
The 2.7 metre beams were slung with six metre length chains attached to the crane, but as the load was lowered it hit 
a piece of reinforcing bar protruding from a first floor slab. The chains came together allowing the beams to slip from 
the chains. 
Mr James suffered multiple injuries including severe damage to his right arm and leg and now has a metal plate in his 
head and has been unable to work since his accident. 
A Health and Safety Executive (HSE) investigation found the lift was not carried out in safe manner and the site was 
congested with building materials. HSE asserted that there should have been a specified safe zone for lifting. 
The company, of Little Burrow, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, pleaded guilty to breaching Regulation 8(1)(c) of 
the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations. The firm was fined £2,000 with costs of £17,466. 
HSE inspector Monica Babb said: “The terrible injuries Mr James suffered in this incident should and could have been 
avoided. 
“This type of incident illustrates the importance of lifting operations being properly supervised and carried out in a safe 
manner. The site should have been tidier and there should have been a specific area set aside for lifting operations. 
"This includes indentifying and dealing with the risks that can arise from an overcrowded site." 

Whilst every effort has been made to provide reliable and accurate information, we would welcome any 
corrections to information provided by the Writer which may not be entirely accurate, therefore and for 
this reason, the BSG or indeed the Writer cannot accept responsibility for any misinformation posted. 


